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grade or quality of the cotton. As, owing to the lack of
labour, the picking season is sometimes very long drawn
out, much of the crop may suffer such "winter damage"
through being left on the plants half through the winter.
Finally, the ultimate out-turn of the crop depends on the
date of the first killing frost, which stops growth and kills
the ''top crop/' or late maturing bolls, on the upper
branches of the plant. On the other hand, winter frosts
and summer droughts serve a useful purpose by keeping
down the numbers of the boll weevil, which does so much
damage in nearly all parts of the Belt now, except the
most northern and western fringes.
The distribution of the different varieties throughout
the Belt may be indicated as follows. The best Sea Island
cotton (see Fig. 5, on page 26), which was grown on only a
few small islands lying off the coast of South Carolina
opposite Charleston, has already been referred to. Next to
this came Florida .and Georgia Sea Island cotton, grown
from Island seed in certain portions of South Carolina and
Georgia, near, but not on, the coast, and in Florida. As
already explained, however, these fine cottons have now
practically disappeared before the ravages of the boll
weevil* Long staple Upland cotton, sometimes called
" Benders," the best of which was little below the second-
grade Sea Islands, was grown in the so-called Mississippi
Delta (which is really the delta of the Yazoo River and
the Mississippi), about 250 miles from the mouth of the
latter. This also, however, proved an easy prey to the
boll weevil, and is now almost extinct, having been
replaced by improved varieties of Upland cotton of about
ij in. staple.
The great bulk of the crop is the ordinary Upland
cotton, which is spread over the whole Belt, but there
are many different grades or varieties included in this
class, from the real Uplands (so called originally from
the fact that they were grown in the Uplands of the ,
Atlantic States) to Orleans and Texas, which are superior
grades. Uplands are also sometimes called Bowed